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A Non-Proþt Organization  Dedicated to  Altering the Future for Ferals

From the Founder

Our Mission:
As a feral cat organization our primary purpose is to spay and neuter feral and abandoned cats, and to 

socialize and þnd homes for rescued kittens. These services are designed to address the feline overpopulation 
problem and to prevent cruelty to animals by preventing the birth of unwanted and uncared for cats and kittens.   
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The good and the bad, the yin and yang, the 
caring and the uncaringñitõs all part of reality. 
The shelters are overÿowing with pets. Fewer 

adoptions and fewer donations are what we deal with 
daily. 

The demand for supplemental cat food is on the rise. 
More cats than ever are surrendered to the shelters or 
simply abandoned as lost jobs and foreclosures persist. 
It is a grim picture overall. Every rescue group is deal-
ing with these trying economic times as best they can. 

In this last issue of the year we conclude our story of 
the history of Catalyst for Cats.   

Throughout the 1990s the reports of feral cats con-
tinued steadily, and we went about trapping cat by cat. 
Many times we encoun-
tered kittens too old to 
socialize, yet too young 
for surgery. This meant 
not all the felines weõd 
found could be done, and 
we would have to return to 
trap again. 

Then I heard that òearly 
spay/neuteró was being 
done at a well-known Chi-
cago Clinic. I researched 
the safety of it and found 
several vets in Santa 
Barbara who were willing 
to do kittens at eight weeks 

of age. This was a major breakthrough as well as 
shocking to many. Not only did we not have to return 
to òþnish upó a colony site, but even our kittens could 
be spayed and neutered prior to adoption. This would 
take care of òslip ups.ó    

We were the þrst group in town to advocate early 
spay/neuter, which is now the norm for kittens as well 
as puppies. In fact, California  passed a law several 
years ago requiring shelters and rescue agencies to 
have animals òþxedó prior to adoption, unless medi-
cally contraindicated; a deposit is required if it is not 
done. 

And luck was with us when I contacted Mr. Emil 
DeLoreto. Iõd heard he sponsored the neutering of the 

well-known Hendryõs Beach 
feral cats. A local group of 
feeders fed there for many 
years, until there were only 
four cats left. Those were then 
re-trapped and taken home 
by the feeders to comfort-
ably live out their lives. To 
this day, I am asked about the 
òcats at the beach.ó 

Originally, it was Theresa 
DeLoreto who loved cats, but 
Emil soon caught on to their 
charm. He used to say, òYou 
couldnõt pay anyone to do 

Early spay/neuter and an óangelô got us through

Buddies: Once a feral himself, but now living with Julia Di 
Sieno of Animal Rescue Team, Inc., Opus (left) has made 
fast friends with Sambo, a more recent feral arrival. Continued on page 3
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what you do.ó He was indeed our òangeló as he kept 
Catalyst for Cats aÿoat in the early days. Our organi-
zation is dedicated to both of them. 

We depend on your þnancial support to continue our 
work. We do the best we can for our feral felines, giv-
ing them distemper and rabies vaccine, worming, ÿea 
treatment, testing for leukemia and FIV when indi-
cated, and an ear tip signifying they have been altered. 

Since most of those we help cannot afford our 
services, we give it freely. We are glad if they are able 
to feed the colony without assistance from us. Despite 
the difþcult times, and as discouraging as it is, we will 
persist. We can not turn away from helping the ferals. 
What we do changes their lives for the better immea-
surably, and it contributes to a better community as 
well.   

This tumultuous year will soon be behind us, as we 
hope for a better one in 2011. May you enjoy the good 
will of the Christmas spirit with family and friends, 
and we extend our best wishes for the New Year.  

 

We are very grateful to those who participate 
in our goal of preventing feline overpopula-
tion. Unless you are òintoó animal rescue 

no one understands the amount of time and effort our 
volunteers contribute. Our volunteers are the ones who 
òmake it happen.ó It is a true labor of love and often 
personal sacriþce and we thank you all enormously. 
The reward is the satisfaction they get from helping 
the animals in whatever way they can. We rely on you, 
our volunteers, who give from the heart. Some are 
mentioned here, but all are appreciated. 

We are thankful for the amount of  cooperation 
within the rescue groups this past season, despite the 
difþculties we all face.    
CARE 4 PAWS ð for its gathering of 19 shelters and 
rescue groups, 25 animal welfare groups, vets, vendors 
and pet service providers at Girsh Park on August 29. 

They got 32 dogs and cats adopted. They also sponsor 
spay/neuter services (dogs as well as cats) through 
participating clinics throughout the county.  
RESQCATS ð for sponsoring spay and neuter of 100 
cats through CARE 4 PAWS.  
Barbara Hilaire ð for her unwavering and generous 
support of our program. 
The Santa Barbara Humane Society ð for their as-
sistance in adopting out our older felines. 
San Roque Pet Hospital ð Where we sometimes 
show our adoptable kittens. It works out well for 
everyone and we love their staff.   
Marci Kladnik, Catalyst board member and outreach 
coordinator. She does it allñtrapping, feeding, foster-
ing, arranging adoptionsñand also writes a brilliant 
bi-weekly newspaper column that has earned her rec-
ognition from the Cat Writersõ Association of America. 

All the Catalyst volunteers ð by Charleen Malzman 
Found my cat (thanks!) ð by Marvin and June Wil-
son
Victoria Blunt ð by Garbakino 
My birthday ð by Victoria
Chaya and Taz ð by Maria and Dan Carmean
Kimmy ð by Ernest C. Pratt 
Mystical, who was helped by you ð by Karen Seg-
roves
Joanne OõRoark ð by Janet H. Sterling
My six cats ð by Judy Pike
Randi ð by Maura Grube
Randi and National Feral Cat Day ð by Dan and 
Nancy George
Randi Fairbrother ð by Wilma Titus
Randy Rose, a feralõs best friend ð by Di Ramar
Sheryl Fierro ð by Don Davidson    
Susan Canas, Lavi and Monica Gonzales, Debbie 
Merry, Debbie Walker, some of our most dedicated 
Santa Maria trappers, feeders and volunteers ð by 
Randi Fairbrother

Tributes & Memorials

Honoring or remembering a special person or 
pet provides a means for the donor to recog-
nize the richness and happiness brought to 

someone, and allows Catalyst to improve the lives of 
cats less fortunate. Donations have been made....

In Honor of:

In Remembrance of:
Anamia and Sierra ð by Colleen Sinclair
Baby ð by Chicki and Richard Kitagawa
Cookie, BooBoo, the Orphan, Winþeld, Orville, and 
Lucy ð by Diane and Stefan Mazur
Chauncey ð by Gail Drillock
Pat Duesler ð by Bonnie Wilson 
òEric the Redó DeFranco ð by Bonnie Bisozlio
Freddie, my 16 year old cat ð by Barbara McCurry
Freddie and Barnaby ð Truett and Jim Thach
Grey Grey and  Patty ð by Karen Segroves
Karen, my sister, who loved her cats ð by Barbara 
Evans
Krinkle and Domino ð by Lois Waldref
Gale Graham, a faithful and loving caregiver ð by 
Randi Fairbrother 
Mink ð by Donna Donnelly
Sheila Pratt ð by Ernest C. Pratt
Paula, my wife, who died 6/16/10. The animals have 
lost a good friend ð by John Kinealy
Princess and Bosco, our cats you þxed for us ð by 
Charlene Dennis
Katherine Sakmar ð by Veronica Eden 
Snow and Lindsay ð by the Richard V. Salotti Family
Spats, my feral for 15 years ð by Kay Harrison
Sylvester and Elsa the bobcat ð by Animal Rescue 
Team/Julia

And the rest is history
From page 1

Fosters & Friends: The Fruits of This Yearõs Kitten Season

A Santa Maria rescue, Lonesome 
Dove (above) was fostered by the Simes family of 
Goleta. They introduced òDoveó to their family dog, 
which helped considerably with her adoption into her 
new family, which also has a dog in the house.

Mary and Ed Taylor fostered these two sisters from Santa Maria, 
who found their forever home in Santa Barbara as well as new 
namesñToast and Jam.

Felix has been placed on a farm
and is already earning his keep catching mice.




