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A Non-Proþ t Organization  Dedicated to  Altering the Future for Ferals

National spotlight on Catalystõs achievments
From the Founder

Our Mission:
As a feral cat organization our primary purpose is to spay and neuter feral and abandoned cats, and to 

socialize and þ nd homes for rescued kittens. These services are designed to address the feline overpopulation 
problem and to prevent cruelty to animals by preventing the birth of unwanted and uncared for cat and kittens.   
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We are proud to report that e are proud to report that Cat Fancy, the 
prominant national cat magazine, featured 
Catalyst for Cats in its February 2009 

edition. I received several calls from delighted volun-
teers, and Cat Fancy sent me a òNot Your Average Cat 
Ladyó t-shirt, which Iõm looking forward to wearing.   

In addition, we received inquiries from all corners of 
the country, including Juneau, Alaska, Pennsylvania, 
and a request for assistance in capturing an elusive 
mother cat from Georgia. Iõm happy to report that with 
a couple of helpful hints, the trap-shy mother cat was 
captured within a few days. 

Spring is in the air and every year the caterwauling 
begins and soon after, the meows of helpless kittens. 
The rush is on to prepare for the task ahead: organiz-
ing, planning, gathering supplies and lining up fosters 
to socialize the feral kit-
tens. 

Marci, our foster coordi-
nator, is looking for anyone 
who might be interested 
in fostering kittens for 
socialization or momõs with their nursing kittens. Itõs a 
beautiful sight to see the kittens contentedly nursing as 
well as the aftercare of the mother. And itõs great fam-
ily fun watching the kittens play. Iõd bet the kids wonõt 
be watching TV while the kittens are there. Please call 
Marci at 344-4663 if youõre interested.

We are pleased to have held several spay days at the 
Santa Maria Shelter already this year. These should 

help in reducing the number of unwanted kittens being 
born. It also allowed us a chance to catch up on the 
number of calls we received from last year. We hope 
to begin with a clean slate and keep up with spay/neu-
ter requests as they come in, thus preventing as many 
kittens as possible from a life on the streets with all 
its inherent dangers and difþ culties. The spay days 
scheduled for the rest of the year should assist with 
that plan.    

Despite this progress, the situation remains at crisis 
levels in Santa Maria, where  most of our calls come 
from. We neutered almost 600 cats last year, with the 
greatest percentage by far from the Santa Maria area. 
As I drive through Santa Maria I now see areas where 
we have made an impact and the colonies are either 
stable or feral cats no longer remain. None of it was 

easy; in fact, most of it 
was very difþ cult, but the 
feeling of satisfaction is 
enormously rewarding. 

 While the country and 
our community face all 

sorts of economic challenges, we continue to ask for 
your support. We are moving in the right direction, 
and our volunteers put their heart and soul into help-
ing the ferals live a better life. I do hope those of you 
who are fortunate enough will help us in our efforts 
towards our goal of òmaking every cat a wanted cat.ó   towards our goal of òmaking every cat a wanted cat.ó   

Fostering kittens is not only rewarding, 
but also great family entertainment--

perhaps, even, competition for TV.
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We are very grateful to those who participate 
in our goal of preventing feline overpopula-
tion or in improving the lives of felines in 

whatever way they can. Some are mentioned, but all 
are appreciated. We are essentially a volunteer organi-
zation and rely on our dedicated volunteers. 
Belinda Burns ð for using her organizational skills 
in the Valley: establishing and maintaining feeding sta-
tions, trapping expertise, and general trouble shooting 
for the area. 
Barbara Hilaire ð for her unwavering and generous 
support of our program.
Teresa Mitton ð for her generosity with spay/neuter 
of dogs and cats in the North County. 
Rosa Soto ð for fostering several litters of kittens and 
for feeding and trapping cats in her back yard. 
Santa Barbara Humane Society ð for their generous 
help and kindness in accepting our socialized kittens 
for adoption. 
Kathy Brandt and Betty Mazzetti ð for their help in 
placing, socializing  and adopting rescued felines.
A very special thank you to Lavi and Monica Gonza-
lez (the òPied Pipers of Santa Mariaó) who continued 
to trap, foster, tame and recuperate both feral and 

tame, sick and injured felines, without a break since 
last spring. They never say òcanõt.ó 
And to the many others not mentioned that contribute 
to our accomplishments. Please know we appreciate 
your efforts. 
Jill Mosher - for adopting our þ rst FIV positive cat 
over ten years ago. Prior to adoption he tested FIV 
positive. He was so personable no one in the vetõs 
ofþ ce wanted to put him down. They called me and 
when I visited him he rolled over and rubbed against 
the bars of the cage. I remembered thinking, òThis cat 
must not be put down.ó Feral cat organizations were 
coming to the realization that FIV positive cats were 
capable of living a good life for many years, and it did 
not have to be a death sentence. I recalled Jill liked 
orange cats so in desperation I asked if she could fos-
ter him until I could þ nd someone to adopt him. Bless 
her and her husband; they adopted him and have an 
outdoor enclosure for him to use or not. He has three 
favorite sleeping spots in the house. They have taken 
excellent care of Reggie all these years. Heõs now well 
over 13 years old and still going strong.

The theory that FIV cats must be put down is not 
valid. Feral cat organizations do not advise routine 
testing. The money is best spent on spay/neuter costs. 
Neutering prevents þ ghting, thereby preventing FIV.
Beth Rushing ð she takes over local Santa Barbara 
and Goleta trapping and rescue jobs as needed. We get 
about one to two calls a month and she does a great 
help.

Catayst needs the following in order to carry 
on its charitable and educational goals. If you 
can help, please call 685-1563:

Homes for kittens and cats
Trappers and transporters for Santa Ynez, Lompoc, 
and Santa Maria
Feeders for Santa Maria and Santa Ynez Valley areas
Safe relocation sites for mousers. They will earn 
their keep. We often try and socialize our older 
kittens because we prefer they have loving homes. 
Also, some of them need to have medical care be-
cause of upper respiratory or other problems. After 
a lot of time, love, sweat, and tears we sometimes 
realize they must go to a relocation site more suitable 
to their temperament, such as a barn situation. With 
time they still have the potential to warm up to the 
feeders.
People who understand the importance of getting 
their pets òþ xed.ó
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Results: Catalystõs òPied Pipers of Santa Mariaó (Lavi and 
Monica Gonzalez) led these two cuties to improved conditions.




