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Thereõs excitement in the airðand relief 
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Our Mission:
As a feral cat organization our primary purpose is to spay and neuter feral and abandoned cats, and to 

socialize and þ nd homes for rescued kittens. These services are designed to address the feline overpopulation 
problem and to prevent cruelty to animals by preventing the birth of unwanted and uncared for cat and kittens.   

We can feel the excitement. Thus far this 
year, with two Spay-A-Thon events behind 
us and with lifted spirits, we are raring to 

go. For the þ rst time, I can say that things are þ nally 
coming together to implement in a signiþ cant way our 
program of TNR in the Santa Maria area, our last front 
in the campaign to overcome feline overpopulation 
within Santa Barbara County. 

Itõs exciting to put a group of volunteers together. 
We intend to establish a winning team as we þ ght to 
improve the lives of feral cats 
by attacking the overpopula-
tion problem. Our group 
of Santa Maria volunteers 
trap, transport, foster sick or 
injured feral cats while they 
recuperate, and set up feed-
ing stations. 

In addition, we now have 
a holding area for pre- and 
post-surgery, as well as a 
site for picking up traps 
and equipment as needed. 
Working with these dedi-
cated volunteers is inspiring 
because of their enthusiasm, 
and at the rate we are spaying 
and neutering this year we are making a difference.    

Last year we þ xed over 550 cats, with special 
emphasis in the Guadalupe and Santa Maria areas. 

We experienced some very difþ cult situations where 
people did not want to cooperate with us in getting 
cats þ xed, even though their yard was run over with 
unsocialized cats, tame cats, nursing moms, pregnant 
cats, and kittens. We prevailed in most of these situa-
tions, but, unfortunately, not all.  

Reports of the arrival of newborns began a couple 
of weeks ago. We look forward to the day when we 
can spend springtime enjoying the colors and bursts 
of ÿ owers instead of rescuing, adopting, and trying to 

talk people into þ xing their 
cats. It has been a long and 
difþ cult journey, not without 
heartbreak, but with many 
rewards. 

This springñafter 19 
yearsñI believe we can see 
light at the end of the tunnel 
in our commitment to help 
feral cats within the whole of  
Santa Barbara County. For 
our part, we are dedicated 
to this cause. I canõt express 
strongly enough our gratitude 
to those of you who have 
supported our work to make 
òevery cat a wanted cat.ó

Best wishes for a safe and wonderful summer.          Best wishes for a safe and wonderful summer.          

Weõve got ôem covered: Draped cages þ lling the holding 
area at the Santa Maria Shelter on Spay Day in March 
symbolize a breakthrough in Catalystõs efforts to solve the 
Countyõs feral cat overpopulation problem.



2

Honoring or remembering a special person or 
pet provides a means for the donor to recog-
nize the richness and happiness brought to 

someone, and allows Catalyst to improve the lives of Catalyst to improve the lives of Catalyst
cats less fortunate. Donations have been made....

In Honor of:

We are very grateful to those who participate 
in our goal of preventing feline overpopula-
tion or in improving the lives of felines in 

whatever way they can.  Some are mentioned, but the 
efforts of all are appreciated. 
ASAP ð for being there for us when we need them for 
stray and abandoned friendly cats.  
Belinda Burns ð for her efforts in many areas of need 
in the Valley, and for her trapping expertise. 
Barbara Hilaire ð for her unwavering and generous 
support of our program
Teresa Mitton ð for her generosity with spay/neuter 
of dogs and cats in the North County. 
Orcutt Veterinary Clinic ð for  accommodating us 
with spay/neuter appointments. 

Santa Maria Humane Society and the Santa Ynez 
Valley Humane Society staff ð for their cooperation staff ð for their cooperation staff ð
in spaying and neutering feral cats.  
Bonnie Wilson ð for helping with accumulated paper 
work in the ofþ ce.

Welcome to the miracle team of Kathy Brandt and 
Betty Mazzetti. We are very appreciative of their ef-
forts to socialize and place more difþ cult and shy cats 
for adoption and for taking over the job of relocating 
cats.

Kathy worked as a County Animal Control ofþ cer 
for many years. She is to be lauded for her heroic 
efforts during that time to work with cats placed in the 
òWild Cat Room.ó We wish them great luck in their 
new endeavor. They are an answer to our prayers.

All the cats without love ð by Denise Morrison
B.B. ð by Sha Smiles
Betty Armstrong ð by Ali Look
Belinda Burns, dedicated volunteer and more: a sup-
port to trappers ð by Kay McWilliams
Belinda Burns ð by Tom and Diane Weisenburger
Catalyst for Cats, the good work you do ð by Patricia 
Hoffmann
Victoria Blunt, my sister ð by Michelle Garbarino
Jean Edwards ð by Nick Priester
Kenya, the Wonder Cat ð by  Brien Kopeikin
Midgette, Izzue, Magic, Olumpia, Kitty-Kitty ð by 
Larry Mitchell
Morgan Kolyn ð by Marsha E. Harris 
Pat Massette by Nick Priester
Gerry Place ð by Stuart and Ellen Sato
Nick and Sharon Priester ð by Patricia R. Massette
Mr. Puddin, our new adopted cat ð by Barbara Evans 
Simpson
Randi, thank you! ð by Georgina Coello
Randi ð by Dan and Nancy George

Riley - Tim Oliverias rescue cat ð by Eilleen Carroll
Tom Snow ð by Richard V. Salotti

In Remembrance of:
Yadi Bertino, a very kind lady ð by Randi T. Fair-
brother
Cats loved and never forgotten ð by Joann F. Gerfen
Marie Foss, my mother who had empathy for all 
animals ð by Randi T. Fairbrother
Gabby ð by Sylvia Talbott
Izzy ð by June Whitlock
Lucy, Winþ eld and The Orphan, beloved furry 
òKidsó ð by Diane and Stefan Mazur
Rose Karat ð by Catherine J. Kraus
Betty McKenna, MD ð a most interesting and inde-
pendent woman, who graduated from University of 
Minnesota  Medical School in 1950 with a surgical 
residency at Kaiser Hospital in San Francisco. She 
was still seeing a few patients, mowing her own lawn 
and driving a new bright red Prius, shortly before her 
passing at age 82. 
Lois Robinson, a long time supporter and a lover of 
animalsð by Randi T, Fairbrother
Mary Lee Schneider, a fun loving, kind hearted and 
special friend ð by Randi T, Fairbrother
Sweet Pea, Quatro ð by Lynne and Bernard Borderre, Jr.
T Rex, a Carpinteria feral cat rescued, adopted and 
very much loved ð by Janet Williams 
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Spay Days Pay-off 
Catalystõs North County volunteers assist with two memorable events 

By Randi T. Fairbrother

On Sunday, January 13, the Santa Maria Shelter 
held its þ rst Spay-A-Thon of 2008. Catalyst 
trappers began to bring cats into the holding 

area at the shelter on Saturday, so they would be ready 
for surgery starting at 7 a.m. 

Sunday morning I delivered nine more cats. When 
I walked into the surgical suite at the shelter it was 
absolutely buzzing with volunteers doing various pre- 
and post-op surgery jobs. With both surgical tables 
being used by Dr. Lowell Novy and Dr. Ron Faoro 
spaying females, Dr. Brenda Forsythe did the male 
cats in another 
area of the shel-
ter. The shelter 
was alive with 
good vibes.

The next 
Spay Day, 
Sunday, March 
3, Dr.Faoro 
and Dr. Scott 
Smith  did the 
surgeries.  Over 
the two Spay 
Days, Catalyst 
trapped 80 cats 
for surgery, 
stabilizing most 
of the colonies 
we dealt with. 

This encour-
aged and elated 
us. With the 
dedication of 
these marvelous 
volunteers, we 
are beginning to make a positive impact on the feral 
cat population in Santa Maria. In fact, last week, I re-
ceived a call for help for a mom cat who had dropped 
many litters, and upon hearing the address, asked them 
to check for an ear tip. Low and behold, the ear had 
been tipped. These are my favorite kinds of calls. 

We are extremely grateful to the many people, in ad-

dition to those at the shelter, who made this all happen. 
Ann McKuse and others collected sheets at home and 
at thrift shops, which we used for covering the cats af-
ter capture. Peggy Escabar sewed and cut to size over 
seven dozen covers, while Joanne Avelar provided her 
garage as a holding area for equipment and also for 
post op care. 

And, of course, we appreciate the work of our trap-
pers, Denise Ables, Suzanne Canas, and Chuck Van de 
Veer. This is hard and intense work. 

The day after surgery, Bill Long loaded the cats into 
the Catalyst van and returned them for release. Bill, 

who is new at his job, remarked that seeing 
the cats released back to their homes made 
it all worth while. Despite everyone being 
tired we were indeed a happy and  enthusi-
astic group. 

Lastly I want to acknowledge Jan Glick, 
head of Animal Services of the three 
county shelters, and Lee Heller, whose per-
sistence made the Spay Days a reality. Lee 
arranged for the veterinarians, all of whom 
volunteered their time. Lee also hosted 
the post-surgery happening at the Addamo 
Tasting Room in Old Town Orcutt, where 
we enjoyed the hospitality of these giv-
ing and caring people, all with a common 
causeñgetting together after a job well 
done. All in all, it was very successful and 
a great way to begin the year.

Dr. Scott Smith prepares to spay one of the 
80 feral cats trapped and transported by 
Catalyst volunteers for two North County 
Spay Day events in January and March.

Technicians ready a female cat for spay.




