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Our Mission:
As a feral cat organization our primary purpose is to spay and neuter feral and abandoned cats, and to
socialize and pnd homes for rescued kittens. These services are designed to address the feline overpopulation
problem and to prevent cruelty to animals by preventing the birth of unwanted and uncared for cat and Kittens.

From the Founder

Spay/neuter pxes more than just the cats

because we are getting so many requests for our

services. The economic downturn has placed
far greater demands on animal agencies and rescue
groups, and we are all coping with it as best we can.

Abandonment continues to be a huge problem
countywide, but especially so in the North County.
Neutering cats there would improve chances for
caregivers to take them, or at least fewer would be left
behind. But the problem mushrooms when hungry cats
start roaming the neighborhoods looking for food, and
then the eternal breeding begins, worsening the situa-
tion immeasurably.

Whole blocks become populated with hungry, aban-
doned, stray and feral cats producing unwanted litters.
In one rental house in Santa Maria alone, over thirty
cats and Kittens were left behind this year.

Sometimes someone will call and ask, 0Do you want
any kittens?0 Of course we dondt want any (more)
kittens, yet they refuse to let us help them spay the
mother cat, because they odongt believe in it.0

It makes no sense, but all too often that is what we
are up against. They have no idea of the effort, time
and personal sacripce all of us put out. None of it is
easy, in fact, much of it is difpcult, yet we persist.

Spaying one female prevents thousands of future
kittens from being born, and we pnd spaying even one
female rewarding because of the far reaching conse-
quences. It is prevention at its best.

Feline overpopulation is a pxable problem, unlike

I t has been a challenge to get this newsletter out

so many problems in our society today. Our method

of trap, neuter and return (TNR) has a proven track
record. Everything gets better; the caterwauling, the
pghting, the roaming and aggressiveness, but most
importantly, the parade of unwanted kittens comes to
an end. With hormones no longer ruling their lives, life
improves for allinnot just for the cats, but for society
as a whole.

We have become aware of a great new opportunity
to spay and neuter large numbers of catsian organi-
zation called oFix Nation¢ in Burbank. Bill Long and
I made our prst run to Fix Nation in early August with
12 cats from Guadalupe. It was an exhausting 15-hour
day, but if this is what we have to do to get the job
done, so be it. This trip alone prevented the birth of
dozens of unwanted kittens just this summer. And then
there are the multiple future litters we avoided and the
improved welfare of the cats themselves. The problem
of breeding cats does not go away if ignored, it only
gets worse.

During these difpcult economic times we need your
pnancial support more then ever. Our volunteers put
their hearts and souls into helping the ferals live better
lives. | can only hope that those of you who are fortu-
nate enough to be in a position to assist us will do so.
Our volunteers work tirelessly to help alleviate feline
overpopulation and to work towards our realistic goal
of omaking every cat a wanted cat.0



Mr Ettvignexisr

e are very grateful to those who participate

in our goal of preventing feline overpopula-

tion. Unless you are 0into6 animal rescue
no one understands the amount of time and effort our
volunteers contribute.

Our volunteers are the ones who make it happen. It
Is a true labor of love and often personal sacripce, and
we thank you all enormously. The reward is the satis-
faction you get from helping the animals in whatever
way you can. We rely on you, our volunteers, who
give from the heart. Only some are mentioned here,
but all are appreciated.

Robert and Susana Haake 8 for the Spanish trans-
lation of Penal Code #597. Unfortunately, we have
received several requests for this yyer in English and
Spanish. Sometimes bad people do bad things to cats
when there are too many of them.

Barbara Hilaire 0 for her unwavering and generous
support of our program.

Teresa Mitton 9 for her generosity with spay/neuter
of both dogs and cats in the North County.

Foster Care: Miss Mask and her littermate were saved from the
tough life as ferals in Los Alamos and now await their forever
homes while living it up in foster care. Their mother was trapped,
spayed and, being feral, was returned to the maintained feeding
site where she was caught.

David Morris @ for helping with TNR in the South
County for many years.

Beth Rushing d for help with TNR in Santa Barbara.
ASAP, ResQcats and the Santa Barbara Humane
Society d for their assistance with placement of our
socialized felines. Their contribution is greatly appre-
ciated.

Brenda Forsythe, DVM of Orcutt Veterinary
Hospital and her staff @ for their help with not only
neuters, but with care of the injured and sick. She has
been very generous with her compassionate care.

Our fosters who socialize the feral kittens in order for
them to be adopted: Allison Coleman, Monica and
Lavi Gonzales, Lee Heller, Kristina Houston, Rose
Koller, Rose Soto, and, of course, Marci Kladnik,
who multitasks on so many fronts.

Tim Olivera, who continues to rescue felines from his
trailer park. Wedve probably dealt with over 80 cats in
his park over the last several years, both through TNR
and adoption. It was indeed a sorry mess when we prst
started.

Il Powx

Catayst needs the following in order to carry
on its charitable and educational goals. If you
can help, please call 685-1563:

« Trappers, transporters and feeders for the Santa
Maria/Guadalupe areas.

a Safe relocation sites for mousers who will earn their
keep. We try and socialize our older Kittens because
we prefer they have regular loving homes, but de-
pending on circumstances and personalities, itds not
always possible. Sometimes we realize they must go
to a relocation site more suitable to their tempera-
ment, such as a barn situation. With time, they have
the potential to warm up to the caregivers. When
they do, itds very satisfying for everyone.

s Sheets, all sizes and colors, which we use for cover-
ing the traps immediately after capture to calm the
cats down.

s More people who understand the importance of get-
ting their pets opxed.o

« Small-to-medium-sized cat carriers.

s« Cat food for our many, many colonies we help sub-
sidize.







